
Curriculum 22
An adaptable, ambitious primary curriculum 

– informed by the science of learning.
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Curriculum 22 is an adaptable, broad and balanced primary curriculum informed by 

growing evidence of how children learn best.

A decade in the making, Curriculum 22 offers you robust foundations on which to build 

a bespoke curriculum without the unnecessary workload associated with curriculum 

design.

Accessible via our online platform Curriculum Maestro, Curriculum 22 progresses from 

Nursery to Year 6 and encompasses the subjects of history, geography, science, design 

and technology, art and design, RE and English.

Our exclusive partnership with White Rose Maths (WRM) gives you free access to 

integrated and sequenced WRM projects and selected resources. Computing is delivered 

through sequenced Barefoot Computing at School resources.

This booklet provides an exclusive insight into the potential of Curriculum 22. If after 

reading the information provided, you would like to find out more and discover what 

Curriculum 22 can do for you, please contact one of my team of experienced advisers by 

emailing support@cornerstoneseducation.co.uk or by calling us on 03333 20 8000.

Best Wishes,

Melanie Moore

Curriculum Director

Introduction
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Curriculum 22 has four structural tiers, each building on the previous tier to create a 

coherent framework of interconnected layers. The four tiers of the curriculum are set out 

in the diagram below.

Curriculum structure

Big Ideas

Humankind

Nature

Processes

Place
and space

Creativity

Comparison

Investigation

Significance

Materials

Change

Tier 1

Subjects

Maths – English – Science – Art and design – Computing  

– Design and technology – Geography – History

Concepts and aspects

National curriculum

Programmes of study

Progression framework 

Knowledge and skills
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Tier 2

Tier 3

Tier 4



Big ideas

Curriculum 22 is led by ten central Big Ideas that provide its overarching intentions. 

Conceived by careful analysis of the national curriculum subjects and drawing out 

common themes in primary education, the Big Ideas put significant global concepts at the 

heart of your curriculum and support the horizontal, vertical and diagonal threads that 

weave throughout.

Concepts and aspects

Each Big Idea is linked directly to curriculum subjects and is broken down into smaller 

parts that we call concepts and aspects. The concepts and aspects identify the essential 

components of each subject to be taught across your curriculum. 

National curriculum

The concepts and aspects of each subject are linked to the national curriculum 

programmes of study, ensuring you have comprehensive coverage of subject content.

Progression framework

In the final tier of the Curriculum 22 structure, the progression framework clearly sets 

out essential knowledge and skills of the curriculum. The framework is well sequenced, 

introducing new skills and knowledge with opportunities to retrieve knowledge and 

information at planned intervals. 

Curriculum intent
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Learning projects

The progression framework is taught through subject-led, knowledge-rich projects. The 

projects are organised so that knowledge and skills are taught in a well-sequenced way. 

This allows children to learn and do more as they progress throughout each year group. 

The projects contain hundreds of sequenced lessons and thousands of high-quality 

teaching resources. 

Each year group has its own sequenced curriculum plan. The plan provides you with 

the most effective and connected curriculum; however, you can use the tools on our 

platform, Curriculum Maestro, to change the sequence, add content and build a more 

bespoke and personalised version of the curriculum if you wish.

Curriculum implementation
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Example resources from Year 1 project, Childhood.
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Engage/Childhood items
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Coronation
2nd June 1953

Image from: Getty Images/Rolls Press/Popperfoto

Childhood

Develop/Coronation
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Shopping in the 1950s

Write words or sentences to explain what you know about shopping in the 1950s.

Useful words

• supermarket

• clothes

• milk

• bread

• grocer’s

• shop

• sweets

• milkman

• greengrocer’s

• bakery

• sweet shop

• meat

• butcher’s

• shopkeeper

• town
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Develop/Everyday life in the 1950s
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Childhood quiz

Read each sentence carefully. Tick the right box to show if the 

sentence is true or false.

True False

1. Artefacts are objects that tell us how people lived in the 

past.

2. There are two stages of life.

3. A family tree is a picture showing how people are related 

to each other.

4. The 1950s happened yesterday.

5. A baker delivered fresh milk in glass bottles every day in 

the 1950s.

6. Children played out in the streets in the 1950s because 

there wasn’t much traffic.

7. Children’s clothes haven’t changed since the 1950s. 

8. This is the coronation of Queen Mary II in 1953. 

Image from: Getty Images/Fox Photos

Childhood

Express/Childhood
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Childhood
We can learn a lot about the past by finding 

out what it was like to be a child years ago and 

comparing that with what it is like today.

Artefacts
An artefact is an object from the past. Museums 

often display historical artefacts. Artefacts can tell 

us about how people used to live. Everyday objects 

like baby bottles, clothing, toys and books can tell 

us about childhood in the past. 

Stages of human life
There are six stages of human life.

Victorian baby bottle

wooden rocking horse

teddy bear

wood and metal pram

child’s storybook

glass marbles

Important life events
Important life events include birthdays, religious 

festivals or family celebrations. Some life events 

happen every year and some happen at certain 

stages of human life. 

Family tree
A family tree is a 

diagram that shows 

someone’s family. The 

oldest family members 

are at the top of the tree 

and the youngest are 

at the bottom. Every 

family tree looks different 

because no two families 

are the same.

baby child

adult

toddler

teenager elderly

Birthdays happen every year.

Weddings happen when two adults get married.

Retirement happens when an elderly person leaves work.
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At each stage, people have different needs, 

responsibilities and lifestyles.  

Childhood

Generic/Knowledge organiser
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I dress in fine clothes.

I look like a lady.

My face is made of china clay.

My body is soft.

Children play with me.  

What am I? 

Answer  

I am a small sphere.

I am colourful.

I am made of glass.

I live in a bag with my friends.

Children play games with me.

What am I?

Answer  

I am made of metal.

I can go really fast.

I am a form of transport.

I have a sidecar for passengers.

A rider sits on my back. 

What am I?

Answer  

I am a wooden box.

My screen is very small.

My pictures are black and white.

I became popular in the 1950s.

People like to watch me. 

Who am I?

Answer  

Riddles

Childhood

Express/Riddles

Page 1 of 1

Downloaded by French at Demo School on 06/05/22

Copyright © 2022 Cornerstones Education Limited



07

Year 1 Project framework

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

Driver 

project

Childhood

History 

(26 lessons)

Bright Lights, 

Big City

Geography 

(28 lessons)

School Days

History 

(32 lessons)

Linked 

English 

packs

Autobiographies Information posters List poems

Non-chronological reports Directions Diaries

Riddles Narratives Letters

Linked book 

study

Wilfrid Gordon McDonald 

Partridge by Mem Fox

Topsy and Tim Visit London by Jean 

and Gareth Adamson

Whiffy Wilson: The Wolf who 

wouldn’t go to school by Caryl 

Hart

Science

Everyday 

Materials 

(approx. 12 

lessons)

Human Senses 

(approx. 12 

lessons)

Seasonal Changes

(approx. 20 lessons)

Plant Parts 

(approx. 12 

lessons)

Animal Parts

(approx. 12 

lessons)

A&D
Mix It 

(6 lessons)

Funny Faces 

and Fabulous 

Features 

(7 lessons)

Rain and Sunrays 

(6 lessons)

Street View 

(7 lessons)

D&T Shade and Shelter (7 lessons) Taxi! (6 lessons) Chop, Slice and Mash (6 lessons)

Geography
Our Wonderful World 

(11 lessons)

Geography covered in the main 

project

Geography revision and retrieval 

practice

RE

Harvest

(8 lessons)  Christianity

Purim 

(8 lessons) 

Judaism

Milad un Nabi

(8 lessons) Islam

Diwali

(8 lessons)  Hinduism

Maths Spring White Rose Maths 

(46 lessons)

Summer White Rose Maths 

(49 lessons)

Computing Barefoot Computing Year 1 (11 lessons)

Affiliated products on Curriculum Maestro

Autumn White Rose Maths 

(57 lessons)

Naam Karan

(8 lessons)

Sikhism 

Esala Perahera

(8 lessons)

 Buddhism 



Lesson plans

Each project provides a series of well-planned, ambitious 

lessons built around our four-stage pedagogy of Engage, 

Develop, Innovate and Express. We recommend that 

you follow our planned lesson sequences for maximum 

impact on children’s learning. However, all lesson plans 

are adaptable to meet the needs of any individual child or 

group of children. 

Teaching resources

Each lesson is supported by bespoke, age-appropriate teaching 

resources that are meticulously researched and designed. We use the best quality images 

available so that children can see authentic representations of the world around them. 

Our resources deliver ambitious curriculum content without overloading the learner. 
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adventurous

curious

excited

imaginative

inventive

resourceful

industrious

purposeful

resilient

confident

articulate

reflective
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Architecture 

over time

Architecture

Engage/Architecture over time
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The bronze dagger-axe was a popular weapon in the Shang Dynasty. The 

sharp dagger would have been fixed to a wooden pole and used by foot 

soldiers. The bronze blade was much stronger and sharper than the stone and 

wooden weapons used by enemies of the Shang Dynasty. This would have 

given the Shang Dynasty army an advantage in battle. Some dagger-axes have 

intricate carvings and inlays, suggesting that they were also used for ritual or 

ceremonial purposes. 

bronze helmet

The Shang Dynasty’s soldiers wore bronze helmets to protect their heads in 

battle. These usually covered the head, the top of the ears and the back of 

the neck. Helmets were quite heavy, weighing 2–3kg. Some were lined with a 

softer material to make them more comfortable. The Shang Dynasty’s warriors 

decorated their helmets with projections and engravings. 
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Cardboard layering technique

You will need

Colourful house cut outs (provided)

Corrugated cardboard squares and rectangles 

of different sizes

Scissors

PVA glue 

Colourful house

Method

4. Place the other cut outs 

onto the house, road and 

backing sheet to plan the final 

composition.

5. Use the cardboard layering 

technique to attach the cut outs 

to the picture. Vary the number 

of cardboard layers to bring 

some features further forward. 

6. Leave the picture to dry then 

hang on the wall. 

1. Cut around each shape using 

the outer black lines as a guide. 

2. Glue pieces of corrugated 

cardboard to the back of the 

house and road cut out.

3. Glue the house and road cut 

out onto the backing sheet.

Street View

Develop/Cardboard layering technique
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acorns birds

Autumn

conkers pine conesleaves

seeds squirrelsspider’s webs

Tick the signs of autumn that you can see on your woodland walk.

blackberries

Exploring Autumn

Engage/Autumn
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North

Atlantic 

Ocean

South

Atlantic Ocean

Indian Ocean

Mediterranean Sea

north

south

eastwest

Key

Ancient Egypt 3100–30 BC

Nubian civilisation 2500 BC–1504

Nok culture 300 BC–AD 200

Kingdom of Aksum 100 BC–AD 940

Swahili culture AD 100–1500

Empire of Ghana AD 600–1076

Songhai Empire AD 800–1591

Kingdom of Benin AD 900–1897

Mali Empire 1235–1610

Great Zimbabwe 1250–1550

African kingdoms and empires

Maafa

Engage/African kingdoms and empires
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Aircraft 

At the start of the war in 1914, planes were 

repurposed as weapons, which were first used to 

spy on enemy targets. 

Pilots initially used rifles and pistols to shoot 

at enemy planes in the air, but it was not very 

effective. A mounted machine gun was found to be 

the most efficient method to shoot down enemy 

planes. Machine guns on planes were also used to 

fire on enemy trenches.

As British aircraft became faster and more efficient, they were used to bomb German airfields, transport 

networks and factories.

The German army used aircraft and Zeppelins to bomb British cities. Zeppelins were airships that could carry 

around 2000 kilograms of bombs, but they could be shot down or set on fire. The German army also used 

the deadly Gotha bomber, which had a wingspan the length of two buses and could fly for 500 miles.

Tanks 

A tank is an armoured fighting vehicle. Tanks 

were created to counter the massive firepower of 

machine guns and artillery on the Western Front. 

These weapons had caused a stalemate on the 

Western Front, where neither side could advance 

and were forced to fight from trenches.

The British military constructed the first tank in 

1915. Tanks were enormous, heavy vehicles with 

caterpillar tracks that could travel across muddy 

battlefields. They had thick armour that shielded the soldiers inside from bullets and shells. 

Britain first used tanks in battle in September 1916. The British Mark I held 10 soldiers and was armed with 

a cannon and machine guns, but could only reach speeds of four miles per hour. Early tanks often broke 

down, ran out of fuel or got stuck in the mud. The Battle of Cambrai, in November 1917, was the first use of 

tanks on a large scale. From summer 1918, tanks were frequently used on the front line. 

Weapons of the First World War

British Handley long-range bomber

British Mark I tank, 1915

When the First World War began, new technology was developed at a rapid rate. Many of the innovations 

focused on making deadlier weapons. These weapons killed millions of people, and were one of the reasons 

for trench warfare. Both the Allied and Central Powers’ armies used new weapons, like gas and tanks, to try 

to break the deadlock.

Britain at War

Engage/Weapons of the First World War
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Great Depression 

The German economy 

steadily improved in the late 

1920s, partly because it had 

borrowed a lot of money from 

the United States. When the 

Great Depression hit in the 

1930s, and the United States 

wanted its money back to 

support its struggling economy, 

Germany suffered once again. 

Unemployment and poverty 

became worse, leaving the 

German people feeling 

desperate.
German soldiers feeding the poor in 1931

Britain at War

Develop/Causes of the Second World War
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Fractions

Year 5

11

Name 

22

33

Use the diagram to help you complete the equivalent fraction.

1

2
=

6

44

1 mark

Jack uses a bar model to convert 
5

3
to a mixed number.

So 
5

3
is equal to 1 

2

3

Convert 
7

3
to a mixed number.

1 mark

1 mark

Use the diagram to show that 
3

5
is equal to 

6

10

1 mark

4 marks

Complete.

10

35
=

7 27
= 2

3

3

5
= 9 =

35

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

1 whole

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

1

3

55 Convert 2 
3

5
to an improper fraction.

Use the diagram to help you.

2 marks

66 Complete.

13 
7

10
=

10

2

3
= 20

3

AA

Planning and resources for maths, are provided by the White Rose Maths scheme, which 

is fully integrated with the curriculum progression framework and assessment system. 

White Rose Maths projects are sequenced term by term, and there is a range of excellent 

resources included for each lesson.

Maths in the curriculum

1,000 more or less

1  Write numerals to complete the table.

1,000 less number 1,000 more

2  Find 1,000 more and 1,000 less than each number.

a) 

b) 

c) 

3  Use the place value chart to help you complete the sentences.

Th H T O

a) 1,000 more than 4,192 is 

b) 100 more than 4,192 is 

 100 less than 4,192 is 

c) 10 less than 4,192 is 

 10 more than 4,192 is 

d) 1 less than 4,192 is 

 1 more than 4,192 is 

4  a) What is 100 less than 2,000?     

b) What is 10 less than 2,000?     

c) What is 1 less than 2,000?     

© White Rose Maths 2019

10 1

1

1

1

1

1,000

1,000

100

100

100

7,000
1,000

less

1,000

more

3,918
1,000

less

1,000

more

1,203
1,000

less

1,000

more

1  Eva uses counters to make the numbers 

from 1 to 10

     

     

Tick all the numbers that are even.

What do you notice about all the even numbers?

2  Use counters and ten frames.

a) Show that 14 is an even number.

b) Show that 15 is an odd number.

c) Work out whether 18 is even or odd.

Compare answers with a partner.

Odd and even numbers 3  Draw circles to show the groups.

a) Group the shoes in 2s to show that 16 is even.

b) Group the socks in 2s to show that 17 is odd.

4  Colour all the even numbers.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40

41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

What do you notice about the last digit of all 

the even numbers?

© White Rose Maths 2019

Addition and Subtraction 

Year 2 

Use the bar model to complete the number 

sentences. 

  

2 marks 

11  

44  

Name  

33  

Complete the part-whole models. 

Complete the missing boxes. 

22  

2 marks 

2 marks 

Jack makes this number. 

 

 

Meg makes this number. 

 

 

What is the total of their numbers? 

  

1 mark 

7 

18 2 4 6 

25 

18 7 

7 +          = 25   −          = 18 

   

  

1100  lleessss  NNuummbbeerr  1100  mmoorree  

fifteen twenty-five 

10



English is taught throughout Curriculum 22. Each project includes a wealth of ambitious 

reading texts and writing resources incorporating second and third tier vocabulary. 

Each history and geography project is also supported by English genre packs 

that provide guidance and resources for linked reading and writing opportunities 

across the curriculum. In addition, we also offer bespoke novel and book studies 

to support ambitious reading. 

English in the curriculum

1

Question Answer Content Domain Marks

1

Read the first page of the story.

How does the sea look to Queen Victoria?

Tick two.

calm

cool

gleaming

blue

calm

cool 3

gleaming

blue 3

1b – identify/explain key aspects 

of fiction and non-fiction texts, 

such as characters, events, titles 

and information

1

R
e
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v

a
l a

n
d

 in
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n

ce
 q

u
e

stio
n

s

2

She whispered a wish, it was only a whim.

What is Queen Victoria’s wish?

to go for a swim in the sea 1b – identify/explain key aspects 

of fiction and non-fiction texts, 

such as characters, events, titles 

and information

1

3

Read the page that starts Her lady-in-waiting… 

How do you know that the lady-in-waiting is 

shocked about Queen Victoria’s wish?

Write two reasons.

Award 2 marks for two correct responses.

• She collapses on the floor.

• She says she has never heard such nonsense 

before.

• She thinks it is a silly and impossible idea.

• She thinks it would be a disgrace to see more 

than the Queen’s hands and face.

• She thinks the Queen won’t be able to get 

from the beach to the water without showing 

more of herself than she ought to.

Award 1 mark for one correct response.

1d – make inferences from the 

text

2

4

What is the problem with Queen Victoria’s wish? Award 1 mark for one correct response.

• It would be a disgrace to see more than the 

Queen’s hands and face.

• She can’t get from the beach to the water 

without showing more of herself than she 

ought to.

• She won’t be able to swim wearing her 

petticoats, dresses, shoes and hose (all of her 

clothes).

• Her clothes would get drippy, slushy, soggy 

and sodden (wet).

• She wears lots of clothes that would make 

her sink to the bottom of the ocean. 

1d – make inferences from the 

text

1

5

Read the page that starts ‘My dear…’

How can you tell that Prince Albert loves Queen 

Victoria very much?

Write two reasons.

Award 2 marks for two correct responses.

• He wants to make her wish come true.

• He doesn’t want to see her feeling unhappy.

• He wants to help Queen Victoria so she could 

dabble and splatter and swim like a fish.

• He wants to find a way to transport the 

Queen to the sea.

• He’s giving her all of his genius and attention.

• He wants to make a device/invention for her. 

Award 1 mark for one correct response.

1d – make inferences from the 

text

2

6

Read the page that starts Albert was learned…

How can you tell that Prince Albert will be able to 

invent something to help Queen Victoria?

Award 1 mark for one correct response.

• He is a learned man.

• He is a bright man.

• He is nearly always right.

• He’s been everywhere.

• He’s studied old wars.

• No one can fault his knowledge of battles.

• He’s read dozens of books.

1d – make inferences from the 

text

1

Mark Scheme
Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine 

The book study comprehension questions and mark scheme are intended to be used as teaching tools, rather than for assessment purposes. 

Therefore, we do not provide a Test Data Conversion Tool, national comparisons or Attainment and Gap Analysis Tool to accompany these 

resources. 

Magnificent Monarchs

Book_study/Queen Victoria's Bathing Machine mark scheme
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5

Question 

6
Read the page that starts Albert was learned…

How can you tell that Prince Albert will be able to invent 

something to help Queen Victoria?

1 mark

Total out of 3

Question 

5
Read the page that starts ‘My dear…’

How can you tell that Prince Albert loves Queen Victoria 

very much?

2 marks

1.

Write two reasons. 

2.

Magnificent Monarchs

Book_study/Queen Victoria's Bathing Machine comprehension
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Queen Victoria’s 
Bathing Machine

Characters Glossary

Gloria Whelan wrote this true tale. She is an 

American author. Gloria lives with her husband in 

a log cabin in the woods of northern Michigan. Her 

hobbies include fly fishing, walking and cooking.

Author

Queen Victoria wishes to swim in the sea but 

cannot allow her subjects to see her getting 

into the water wearing only her swimming suit. 

Fortunately, her loving husband called Prince 

Albert comes to her rescue. He invents a bathing 

machine that is perfect for his queen.

Osborne House is a beautiful building on the Isle of 

Wight that belongs to Queen Victoria and Prince 

Albert. It is their holiday home next to the beach.   

Setting

Queen Victoria

Queen Victoria enjoys relaxing holidays at Osborne 

House with Prince Albert and their children. She 

is uncomfortable on a hot summer’s day and 

desperately wants to swim in the sea. 

Prince Albert

Prince Albert is Queen Victoria’s clever, loving 

husband. He wants to make his wife’s dream of 

swimming in the sea come true.

The children

The children’s mother and father are Queen 

Victoria and Prince Albert. They help their father to 

build the bathing machine.

The lady-in-waiting

The lady-in-waiting helps Queen Victoria with her 

daily activities. She helps the Queen to dress. 

The sailors

The sailors are out at sea on a ship and see Queen 

Victoria swimming. They cannot believe their eyes 

and mistake their queen for a tureen.

corset

A tight piece of clothing worn by women in the past 

to make their waists look small.

device

An object or machine made to do a special job.

hose

A piece of clothing made of see-through material 

that fits tightly over a person’s feet and legs and 

goes up to their waist.

invention

Something that has never been made before.

petticoat

A skirt that a woman or girl wears under a dress or 

outer skirt. 

populace

The people who live in a country. 

queen

A female ruler of a kingdom.

tureen

A large, deep bowl with a lid that is used for 

serving food.
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Queen 

Victoria’s 

Bathing 

Machine

First name

Last name

Date of birth

Class/group

Date

Image from: Wikimedia Commons/Public domain
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Information leaflet checklist

I can write facts about the topic using 

appropriate topic words.

I can organise information under given 

headings.

I can use adjectives to create expanded 

noun phrases.

I can write a glossary.

I can use a capital letter at the start of 

sentences and names.

I can use a full stop at the end of 

sentences.

Magnificent Monarchs

Engage/Information leaflet
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Expanded noun phrases

Find the missing adjectives in the information about Buckingham 

Palace.

The  Family appear on the  

balcony to wave to the  crowds on 

 occasions.

1.

Look on page 5

Look on page 6

 chauffeurs drive the Queen’s  

cars. She has eight  limousines for 

 occasions.

2.

 chefs cook  food. The 

 tables are decorated with  

candlesticks and  flowers.

4.

Look on page 7

 bands play  music 

while members of the   Family talk to their 

 guests.

3.

Magnificent Monarchs

Engage/Expanded noun phrases
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Key

Balcony

Ballroom

Music room

Palace gardens

Royal mews

Sentry box

Visitors’ entrance

State room

Plan of Buckingham Palace today

Magnificent Monarchs

Engage/Plan of Buckingham Palace today
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Knowledge organisers

Each project has a knowledge organiser that sets out the core knowledge children need 

to be able to access a project. The knowledge organisers present information in a fluent, 

engaging and age-appropriate way and can be used flexibly across the curriculum. Each 

knowledge organiser is rich in vocabulary and includes a glossary. All EYFS projects are 

supported by an age-appropriate knowledge organiser we call, ‘Did you know?’ 

Knowledge organisers are highly effective when used for retrieval practice at different 

intervals throughout the year, or across a key stage.

extinct

herbivorefossil

dinosaur diplodocuscrocodilecarnivore

palaeontologistinsect

reptile

prehistoric

shark stegosaurus triceratops turtle

tyrannosaurus velociraptor

Explore these words together. Talk with an adult about what each word means and use the words in 

a sentence or as you play. 

Key vocabulary

Dangerous Dinosaurs

Generic/Did you know?
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Read these interesting facts about dinosaurs with a parent, carer or teacher. 

Did you know?

Dinosaur means terrible lizard. 

Scientists, called palaeontologists, study 

the fossils of dinosaurs and other prehistoric 

animals.

Some dinosaurs were carnivores. This means 

that they ate other animals. 

Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago and 

they are now extinct. 

Prehistoric turtles, crocodiles, sharks and 

insects lived alongside the dinosaurs.

Some dinosaurs were herbivores. This means 

that they ate plants.
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Glossary

absolute power Complete authority to make 

decisions.

aqueduct A channel for carrying water, 

normally in the form of a bridge 

across a valley or other gap.

consul One of two men who held the 

highest position in the senate of the 

Roman Republic.

empire A group of countries ruled by a single 

person, government or country.

hierarchy A system where people or things are 

arranged in order of importance.

hypocaust A system of underfloor heating 

invented by the ancient Romans.

Roman citizen A person who had privileges and 

protection from the Roman state. 

Romanise To become Roman.

Romano-British 

culture 

The culture that was created in 

Britannia after the Roman invasion.  

Romans in Britain

Romanisation of Britain 

55–54 BC

First and second 

invasion of Britain by 

Julius Caesar

Claudius invades 

and conquers 

Britain

Boudicca 

rebels against 

Roman rule

Hadrian’s 

Wall is built

Timeline of Roman Britain

AD 43 AD 60–61 AD 122

Roman rule 

ends 

AD 410Invasion

Julius Caesar invaded Britain 

in 55 and 54 BC, but both 

invasions were unsuccessful. 

The Roman emperor, Claudius, 

successfully conquered Britain 

in AD 43. 

Britannia

The Roman army spent many 

years, conquering Britain. After 

30 years, England and Wales 

became part of the Roman 

Empire, called Britannia. 

Caledonia (Scotland) and 

Hibernia (Ireland) were never 

conquered by the Romans. 

Towns 

The Romans built towns in 

Britain that were similar to 

towns across the Roman 

Empire. Britons living in towns 

adopted a Roman lifestyle.

Inventions

The Romans brought roads, 

aqueducts, hypocausts, public 

baths, toilets, money and the 

Latin language to Britain. 

Londinium

Londinium was founded near 

the River Thames cAD 50. It 

grew and became the capital 

of Roman Britain.

Boudicca 

Boudicca was the queen of 

the Celtic Iceni tribe who 

revolted against Roman rule in 

AD 60–61. She and her army 

of tribal warriors destroyed the 

Roman cities of Camulodunum 

(Colchester), Londinium 

(London) and Verulamium 

(St Albans).

Hadrian’s Wall

The emperor, Hadrian, ordered 

that a wall should be built 

along the frontier of Caledonia 

and Britannia in AD 122. Parts 

of Hadrian’s Wall can still be 

seen in Northumberland today. 

Key

Britannia

Caledonia

Hibernia

N

S

EW

Roman army 

gradually 

leaves 

Britannia

cAD 400

Christianity 

becomes legal 

in the Roman 

Empire

AD 313

Londinium 

becomes the 

capital of 

Roman Britain 

AD 211

Christianity

Emperor Constantine made 

Christianity legal in AD 313. 

Some people in Britannia 

became Christians.
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Emperors and Empires
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Growth of an empire
The Roman army conquered countries all around the 

Mediterranean Sea and so the Roman Empire grew to 

include many neighbouring lands. It was at its largest 

between AD 117 and AD 200.

Ancient Rome
Ancient Rome was a bustling city of over one million 

people. At the centre of the city was a meeting place 

called the forum, and a basilica where court cases and 

official business took place. The people of Rome lived 

in houses and apartments around the city. They visited 

the shops and markets, bathed at the public baths 

and visited the Colosseum to watch gladiator fights for 

entertainment.

Emperors and Empires

There are two explanations for the founding of the city 

of Rome in Italy. 

Mythical version

Romans believed that the city was built by Romulus, the 

son of the god Mars, on 21st April 753 BC.

Historical version

Historians believe that the city started as a collection 

of small settlements that were built on hills near the 

River Tiber. Over time, they grew and joined together to  

form a city.

Founding of Rome

Roman senate

Ruling Rome
Ancient Rome was ruled 

in three different ways. At 

first, Rome was a kingdom 

(753–509 BC) led by a king. 

Next it was a republic 

(509–27 BC) led by two 

consuls and a group of 

600 men called a senate. 

Finally, it was an empire 

(27 BC–AD 476) ruled by an 

emperor.

Emperors
An emperor is the male ruler of 

an empire. Roman emperors had 

absolute power. Some emperors, 

like Trajan (AD 53–117), used this 

power wisely. Other emperors, like 

Commodus (AD 161–192), were 

foolish and selfish.  
Commodus
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Social hierarchy
Ancient Rome had a emperor

well-structured hierarchy. People 
patricians

were born into a group and 
couldn’t usually move from it 

equites

during their lifetime. Almost 
every group had Roman plebeians and freed people 

citizenship, which meant 
they had rights and slaves

could vote. However, 
slaves were not 
Roman citizens so they had no rights and were owned by 
individuals or the government.  

Roman army
The Roman army was well structured and had a clear 

hierarchy, which made it the most effective fighting force 

in the ancient world. The army was led by high ranking 

officers and ordinary soldiers were expected to follow 

commands and keep an oath to the emperor. All soldiers 

had similar equipment, armour, shields for protection and 

javelins and swords for fighting. Soldiers were well trained 

and fit. After an invasion, they also used their skills as 

engineers and builders to create forts, towns, roads and 

bridges in the countries they conquered. 
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Testing and low stakes quizzes

Each project has a question and answer sheet or low-stakes quiz to help you assess 

children’s learning. Tests and quizzes can be used at the end of a project and/or for 

retrieval practice at different points across the school year. 

Curriculum impact

12

Question

7

Describe each step of the process of enslavement.
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1. 2.

3. 4.

Maafa

Express/Maafa
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Draw a line to match these terms to their definitions. Question

1
colonisation

To go against something, or to be part of a group 

who goes against something.

diaspora
The act of sending people to live in, govern and 

control another country and its indigenous people.

maafa

A Swahili word, meaning ‘great catastrophe’, that 

is used to describe the African Holocaust and the 

history of the transatlantic slave trade.   

resistance
The spreading of a group of people from their 

original homeland to other parts of the world.

Question

2

Draw a line to match these features in Africa to their descriptions. 

Congo Basin The world’s tallest free standing mountain.

Mount Kilimanjaro
A huge wilderness area made up of rainforests, 

rivers, savannahs and swamps.

Nile The world’s largest hot desert.

Sahara The world’s longest river.

Question

4

Draw a line to match these people to their actions. 

Christopher Columbus Encouraged the enslavement of non-Christians.

Henry the Navigator, 

Prince of Portugal

Was the administrator general of the Order of Christ, 

and created the first sugar plantation.

King Ferdinand and 

Queen Isabella
Tried to find a new route to the east by sailing west.

Pope Nicholas V
Funded an expedition, hoping that it would bring 

fame and fortune to their new kingdom.

Question

3

Unscramble these anagrams to reveal the names of some ancient African kingdoms and empires.
 

SAMUK 

 

AMIL     

 

NNEIB 

 

YPEGT 

Maafa

Express/Maafa
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Question

13

Question

14

Why did European countries fight to colonise Africa? Tick three.

Look at these images. Give four ways in which black people contributed to British life in the 20th 

century.

a) So that they could exploit its natural resources, such as gold, diamonds, ivory and 

rubber.

b) So that they could expand their empires and become more important on the world 

stage.

c) So that they could help Africa to recover from the effects of the Maafa.

d) So that they could use the colonies as bargaining tools in international affairs.

e) So that they could abolish slavery.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Maafa

Express/Maafa
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Write questions to fit the answers in the table then cut out. Mix up the 

questions and answers and give them to a partner to answer. 

Questions Answers

arable 

citrus fruit

viticulture

seasonal

spring

North America

anther

allotment

Sow, Grow and Farm quiz

Sow, Grow and Farm

Express/Sow, Grow and Farm
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Maafa quiz

Unscramble the anagrams to complete the sentences.

1.

3.

2.

5.

6.

4.

 is a Swahili word that is used to describe the catastrophic 

history and effects of the transatlantic slave trade. 

African people became , which means that they were 

someone’s property and treated like animals.

 African people were captured,  and taken to coastal forts.

The second journey of the triangular slave trade was named the 

 .

Enslaved workers grew ,   and 

 on plantations.

Enslaved people were transported from  to the 

 or the .

FAAAM

LETCHTA

VEELSAND

DILMED

GAPSEAS

GURAS

COBTOAC

TONTOC

RICAFA

BRNIBEAAC

RMSECAAI

7. Many enslaved people died from ,  

or .

KROWREVO

SEIASED

SHENUNPIMT

8. Enslaved people employed forms of , such as working 

slowly, feigning illness or escaping from plantations.

CRASTISNEE

Maafa

Express/Maafa
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fold mountain volcanic mountain meander plateau mountain River Thames

evaporation

a body of water 

that flows across 

the land, usually  

to the sea

dome mountain
fault-block 

mountain
summit

Everest collection

a raised part  

of the Earth’s 

surface

source condensation

erosion spring V-shaped valley Nile mouth

floodplain
food, water, air 

and shelter

rocky land,  

cold temperatures  

and less oxygen

Amazon River range

Misty Mountain, Winding River quiz

Listen carefully to each question and write the question number above 

the correct answer.

Misty Mountain, Winding River

Express/Misty Mountain, Winding River
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Question

5

Question

6

Use the useful words to complete the description of the slave trade.

Add the letters to the map, to show where the labels should go.

The slave trade caused a lot of human suffering, because the enslaved people were 

. Families were  and 

societies broke . Culture, languages and religions were

. Large areas of  were 

destroyed by raiding parties. African people were killed by  and 

European . The population  

and  ideologies were formed.

a. Traders transported goods from the plantations, such as sugar, tobacco and cotton, for sale in 

Europe.

b. Enslavers transported enslaved people across the middle passage, taking them to the Americas 

and the Caribbean to sell to plantation owners.

c. Enslavers transported goods, such as metal, linen and guns, to Africa, to trade them for enslaved 

people.

Useful words

• decreased      

• lost

• diseases

• mistreated

• down      

• racist

• guns      

• separated

• land      

Maafa

Express/Maafa
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First name

Last name

Date of birth

Class/group

Date

Maafa

Maafa
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Assessment and monitoring

A comprehensive assessment system is fully integrated into Curriculum 22, enabling 

you to assess children’s learning in all subjects, including maths and English. With the 

dynamic assessment of class, group and individual progress, the assessment system will 

provide you with immediate data on any gaps in children’s learning and progress overall.

maestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.ukmaestro.cornerstoneseducation.co.uk



Unlike other curriculum providers, we provide expert advice, guidance and support 

throughout your entire curriculum journey. We offer bespoke training and telephone 

support when needed and are available for instant help on live chat. We can even be 

available online or by phone before, during and after your inspection if you need it.

Ongoing support 

14

Our team are all experienced primary teachers and leaders.



https://www.flipsnack.com/cornerstoneseducation/booklet-2-curriculum-maestro/full-view.html
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